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WASHINGTON A4[J]A Assistant Secretary &[JJA Indian Affairs Carl ]. Artman today

issuedA aA proposedA findingA notA to acknowledge theA petitionerA known as theA JuaneA+o
BandA of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation, (PetitionerA #84A) as an Indian tribe. This petitioner,
locatedA in San JuanA Capistrano in OrangeA County, Calif., has 1,640A members.

TheA evidence in theA record demonstrates thatA theA petitionerA does not meet four of theA sevenA
mandatory criteriaA for Federal acknowledgmentA as set forth in 25A CFR 83.7. In accordance withA
theA regulations set forth in 25A CFR 83.7, theA failure to meet all seven criteriaA requires aA
determination that theA petitioningA group is not an Indian tribeA within theA meaningA of Federal
law.A Therefore, theA Department proposes to declineA to acknowledgeA theA petitioner.

This proposedA findingA treats theA Indian population at theA San Juan Capistrano Mission in 1834A as
theA a[JJhistorical Indian tribe.&[JJA TheA regulations provideA for acknowledgment of historical
IndianA &[J[tribes or groups that haveA historically combined.a[JJA TheA evidence in theA record
establishes by aA reasonableA likelihoodA that as aA result of Spanish policy, theA Indian population of
theA missionA becameA an entity consistingA of Indian tribes or groups thatA hadA combined.
Therefore, theA proposedA findingA evaluates whetherA theA petitionerA meets theA acknowledgment
criteriaA byA demonstratingA that it is aA continuation of theA Indian tribes that historically
combinedA at theA mission by 1834.

TheA four criteriaA theA petitionerA does notA meet areA criteriaA 83.7(a), 83.7(b), 83.7(c)
andA 83.7(e).

Criterion 83.7(a)A requires that external observers haveA identifiedA theA petitionerA as an AmericanA
Indian entity on aA substantially continuous basis since 1900. TheA availableA evidence demonstrates
that external observers identifiedA theA petitionerA as an American Indian entity on aA substantially
continuous basis since 1997, notA sinceA 1900.

Criterion 83.7(b) requires that aA predominant portion of theA petitioningA group has comprisedA aA
distinct community sinceA historical times. TheA availableA evidence does

notA demonstrateA thatA theA petitionerA evolvedA as aA distinct community from theA historical
Indian tribeA that existedA at SanA Juan Capistrano Mission in 1834.

Criterion 83.7(c)A requires that theA petitioningA groupA has maintainedA political influenceA overA its
members as an autonomous entity sinceA historical times. TheA availableA evidenceA does notA
demonstrateA thatA theA petitionerA maintainedA politicalA influence or authority overA its

membersA as anA autonomous entity from 1834A until theA present.

Criterion 83.7(e)A requires that aA petitionera[J[Js membersA descendA from aA historical Indian tribe.
TheA availableA evidenceA shows that only twoA percentA of theA petitionera[]Js 1,640A members
demonstratedA descentA from theA historical San Juan Capistrano Mission Indian tribe. TheA three
criteriaA theA petitionerA meets areA criteriaA 83.7(d), 83.7(f), andA 83.7(g).
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Criterion 83.7(d) requires that theA petitionerA provideA aA copy of its governingA document.

Criterion 83.7(f) requires that theA petitionera[JJs membershipA beA composedA principally of persons
who areA notA members of anotherA Federally recognizedA Indian tribe.A

Criterion 83.7(g) requires that theA petitionerA notA beA subject to legislation
forbiddingA theA FederalA relationship.

TheA petitionerA didA notA meet all of theA seven mandatory criteriai% therefore, it didA notA qualify
for acknowledgment underA theA Departmenta[][Js regulations.

Notice of this proposedA findingA will beA publishedA in theA Federal Register. As providedA by 25A
CFR 83.10(i), theA petitionerA or any individual or organization wishingA to challengeA or support
theA proposedA findingA shall haveA 180A days afterA theA noticea[JJs publication dateA to submit
arguments andA evidenceA to rebut or supportA theA proposedA findingA beforeA any final
determination is issued.A

AfterA theA 180A day comment period, theA petitionerA will haveA an additional 60A days
toA respondA toA theA comments from interestedA parties. AfterA theA responseA periodA closes,
theA Department willA beginA workA on aA final determination.

TheA Assistant Secretary &[JJA Indian Affairs has responsibility for fulfillingA theA Interior
Departmenta[JJs trust responsibilities andA promotingA selfA-determination on behalf of theA 562A
Federally recognizedA American Indian andA AlaskaA NativeA tribal governments. TheA AssistantA
Secretary also oversees theA BureauA of Indian Affairs, which is responsibleA for providingA services
toA approximately 1.8A million individualA American Indians andA AlaskaA Natives from

theA FederallyA recognizedA tribes, andA theA OfficeA of Federal Acknowledgment (OFA), which is
responsibleA for administeringA theA Federal Acknowledgment Process.

Copies of theA proposedA findingA andA Federal RegisterA notice will beA postedA on theA Department
of theA Interior websiteA atA http://www.doi.gov
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